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think of governing the kingdom, if It be not believed that
he has great interest at Court; and if that did not appear
by some favours of moment obtained for the kingdom,
none would suppose It. He is truly a modest, generous,
and honest man; and assure yourself, that whatever dis-
turbance he has met with, proceeds from his sticking too
close to his friends.1 It is a pity such a fault should hurt
a man.

I send you enclosed the papers that relate to Mr. Hig-
glns. Lord Santry was heard against him, before the Lord
Lieutenant and Council, [on] October 27 th: he was allowed
only to prove the articles in his petition, that are marked
with P,a and he seemed to prove them pretty fully; but
Mr. HIgglns not having yet made his defence, I can give
no judgement By the testimony of the Lower House oi
Convocation In his favour, you will see how heartily they

f l A month before Swift had remarked to Stella (" Prose Works,"
Ilf 244) that the Duke was governed by fools, and had usually much
mosre sense than his advisers, but never proceeded by it.

a After a period of partial eclipse, the Rev. Francis Higgins had, as
already mentioned (mpra, p. 224, n. i), become again conspicuous
by promoting Langton's allegations, and now gained the character of
a martyr by some ill-advised proceedings taken against him by the
"Whig party la Dublin. At the time of his visit to London HIggins
was on the commission of the peace for the county of Dublin, but
subsequently, as his sermons resulted in his being indicted and im-
prisoned for some weeks, he was superseded. This indignity was
imputed by the Tories to Whig malignity, and as soon as Ireland
came under Tory rule Higgins was again placed on the commission
for his county. From "A Full and Impartial Account of the Tryal of
the Reverend Mr. Francis Higgins, Prebendary of Christ Church In
Dublin, before his Grace the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland,
etc, occasion'd by a Presentment of the Grand Jury of the County of
Dublin * (LomL, 1712), it appears that on the occasion of HIggins
taking Ms seat for the first time after his reinstatement at Quarter
Sessions, an extraordinary scene occurred while the magistrates were
dining together, the protagonists being Lord Santry, an Irish peer of
strong Whig proclivities, and the redoubtable Higgins, and the battle
raging round the toasts that were proposed to the company. As soon
as the dinner was over, Lord Santry and his friends invaded the
Grand Jury room and induced that body to present Higgins " as a
common disturber of her Majesty's peace and a sower of seditious and
groundless jealousies amongst her Majesty^s Protestant subjects," and
to ask the bench to join with them in laying the presentment before
the Lord Chancellor in order that Higgins might be again superseded.
By the Lord Chancellor the matter was brought before the Council,
who decided to hear evidence, which they tried, not very successfully,
to fceep within reasonable limits.a                   letter Archbishop King had only two supporters in his
